
KAVEH DANESH
kaveh.danesh@ucsf.edu

Current Position Internal Medicine Resident, University of California, San Francisco, 2024–

Education University of California, San Francisco, M.D., 2024
University of California, Berkeley, Ph.D. in Economics, 2023
Dissertation commi�ee: David Card (principal advisor), Patrick Kline, Jonathan Kolstad, and Emmanuel Saez

Harvard University, A.M. in Statistics, 2015
Duke University, B.S. in Mathematics, 2012

Research
Interests

Using large administrative datasets and quasi-experimental methods to study how socioeconomic
status shapes health and how health shapes economic opportunity

Works in Progress �e Early-Career E�ects of Mental Illness (with Arlen Guarin and Christian Posso)
Presented at 2026 ASSA Meetings and 2025 APPAM Fall Research Conference; dra� available upon request

Analyzing Health Inequalities Over the Lifecycle (with Jon Kolstad, Will Parker, and Johannes Spinnewijn)
Presented at NBER SI 2024 and featured on NBER Bulletin on Health; dra� available upon request

Sources of Inequality in CancerMortality (withMieke Aarts, Jon Kolstad, Will Parker, and Johannes Spinnewijn)
Dra� available upon request

Syphilis, Penicillin, and Black–White Earnings Gaps in the 20th Century (with David Card)

Peer-Reviewed
Publications

Chan, D., Danesh, K., Constantini, S., Card, D., Taylor, L., Studdert, D. M. 2022. Mortality among
U.S. veterans a�er emergency visits to Veterans A�airs and other hospitals: retrospective cohort
study. BMJ, 376
Cited in testimony before the U.S. House Commi�ee on Veterans’ A�airs

Turner, N.,Danesh, K., &Moran, K. 2020. �e evolution of infant mortality inequality in the United
States, 1960–2016. Science Advances, 6(29)
Cited in the 2024 Economic Report of the President

Danesh, K., Durre�, R., Havrilesky, L. J., & Myers, E. 2012. A branching process model of ovarian
cancer. Journal of �eoretical Biology, 314, 10–15

Invited
Presentations

2026: ASSA Annual Meetings, UC Berkeley Labor Lunch, NBER SI Economics of Health
2025: Stone Center Summer Institute, APPAM Fall Research Conference, ZSFG Medicine Mor-

tality & Morbidity Conference
2023: UC Berkeley SPH Latest in Public Health Research Series
2022: UC Berkeley Labor Lunch
2021: UC Berkeley Public Finance Seminar, UC Berkeley Labor Lunch

Grants and
Fellowships

Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowship for New Americans ($90,000), 2017–2019
National Institutes of Health NICHD Training Fellowship ($24,000/yr), 2017–2019
Summer Explore Research Fellowship ($3,500), UCSF School of Medicine, 2018
Research Mentor: Bob Wachter

Research grant to study place-based policies, UC Berkeley Opportunity Lab ($18,000), 2018
NBER research grant to study determinants of life expectancy ($11,000), NBER, 2017
Berkeley Graduate Fellowship ($90,000; for top admi�ed doctoral students), 2016–2018

https://www.aeaweb.org/conference/2026/program/1269
https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/appam/appam25/online_program_direct_link/view_paper/2260914/
https://www.nber.org/conferences/si-2024-economics-health
https://www.nber.org/bh/20243/how-health-disparities-develop-over-lifecycle
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj-2021-068099
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj-2021-068099
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj-2021-068099
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/VR/VR03/20220714/114988/HHRG-117-VR03-Wstate-LaPuzM-20220714-U1.pdf
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aba5908
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aba5908
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ERP-2024.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3478401/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3478401/


NDSEG Fellowship for Graduate Study in Mathematics ($32,000/yr plus tuition), 2013–2016
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Honorable Mention, 2013
Fulbright Fellowship to study areas with high cancer incidence in China ($20,000), 2012–2013

Peer Review Invited referee for Econometrica, Review of Economic Studies, and Review of Economics and Statistics

Teaching Teaching Assistant for Applied Econometrics (Prof. David Card), UC Berkeley, Spring 2022
Received Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award for top 10% of instructors

Co-Instructor for My Life, My Story (Dr. Gurpreet Dhaliwal), San Francisco VA, 2021–2023
Small Group Instructor for Life Stages (Dr. Naomi Stotland), UCSF, Fall 2021
Teaching Assistant for Generalized Linear Models (Prof. Mark Glickman), Harvard, Spring 2015
Non-Resident Tutor in Mathematics at Pforzheimer House, Harvard, 2014–2015
Teaching Assistant for Organic Chemistry (Prof. Jim Parise), Duke, Fall 2010

Research
Positions

Research Service Employee, Department of Veterans A�airs, 2017–Present
Research Assistant to David Card and David Chan, UC Berkeley, 2018–2020
Predoctoral Fellow to Emmanuel Saez and Danny Yagan, UC Berkeley, 2015–2016
Research Assistant to Paul Farmer and Agnes Binagwaho, Rwanda Ministry of Health, 2015
Additional research roles with Rick Durre�, Megan O’Rourke, Ziad Obermeyer, and Amartya Sen

University
Service

Medical Ethics Commi�ee, UCSF Parnassus, 2025–2026
Economics PhD Admissions Graduate Student Review Commi�ee, UC Berkeley, 2018–2022
Duke University Board of Trustees, 2012–2015
Elected to three-year term; served on Academic A�airs and Medical Center Academic A�airs Commi�ees

Student representative on 10 commi�ees at Duke University between 2009 and 2012
Served on the Arts & Sciences Council,�antitative Studies Curriculum Review Commi�ee, Undergraduate Experience Strate-

gic Planning Commi�ee, Academic A�airs Commi�ee of the Board of Trustees, and others

Selected Policy
Experience

Successfully petitioned to change a California policy a�ecting the children of migrant farmworkers
Featured in Chapter 8 of Advocacy for Public Health Change; op-ed in the Sacramento Bee

Literary Writing “28 Hours in the ICU.” JAMA, 2026 (with accompanying essay by Rafael Campo)

“Triage of Two Cultures.” Journal of Medical Humanities, 2019
Second Place, 37th Annual William Carlos Williams Poetry Competition

“War and Cancer.” Harvard Advocate, 2013

Acknowledgments Acknowledged for research contributions in books by Amartya Sen (Collective Choice and Social
Welfare, 2017) and Meghan O’Rourke (�e Invisible Kingdom, 2022)

Other
Experience

Writer for President Obama, White House Internship Program, Summer 2014
Assistant Coach for Men’s Varsity Soccer, Harvard, 2013–2015

https://www.dukechronicle.com/article/danesh-wins-close-young-trustee-election-20120213
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/book/10.2105/9780875533148
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/california-forum/article122278134.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2846344
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2846343
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31520288/
https://www.theharvardadvocate.com/content/war-and-cancer

